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fcermined whether he should go or stay, he was standing in the
door, logking at some workmen who had just hegun to erect a
stage in the middle of the square.
A girl, with roses and other flowers for sale, coming by, held
out her basket to him, and he purchased a beautiful nosegay;
which, like one that had a taste for these things, he tied up in a
different fashion, and was looking at it with a satisfied air, when
the window of another inn on the opposite side of the square flew
up, and a handsome young lady looked out from it. Notwithstand-
ing the distance, he observed that her face was animated by a
pleasant cheerfulness : her fair hair fell carelessly streaming about
her neck; she seemed to be looking at the stranger. In a short
time afterwards, a boy with a white jacket, and a barber's apron
on, came out from the door of her house, towards Wilhelm; saluted
Mm, and said: " The lady at the window bids me ask if you will
not favour her with a share of your beautifal flowers."—" They
are all at her service," answered Wilhelm, giving the nosegay to
this nimble messenger, and making a bow to the fair one, which
she returned with a friendly courtesy, and then withdrew from the
window.
Amused with this small adventure, he was going up-stairs to
his chamber, when a young creature sprang against him, and at-
tracted his attention. A short silk waistcoat with slashed Spanish
sleeves, tight trousers with puffs, looked very pretty on the child.
Its long black hair was curled, and wound in locks and plaits
about the head. He looked at the figure with astonishment, and
could not determine whether to take it for a boy or a girl. How-
ever, he decided for the latter; and as the child ran by, he took
her up in his arms, bade her good-day; and asked her to whom she
belonged, though he easily perceived that she must be a member
of the vaulting and dancing company lately arrived. She viewed
him with a dark sharp side-look, as she pushed herself out of his
arms, and ran into the kitchen without making any answer.
On coming up-stairs, he found in the large parlour two men
practising the small sword, or seeming rather to make trial which
was the better fencer. One of them plainly enough belonged to
the vaulting company, the other had a somewhat less savage aspect.
"Wilhelm looked at them, and had reason to admire them both;
and as the black-bearded, sturdy contender soon afterwards for-
sook the place of action, the other with extreme complaisance
offered Wilhelm the rapier*

